Neonatal adaptation to stress of parturition and dystocia.
The fetal animal undergoes a tremendous transition from intrauterine to extrauterine life at parturition. In this article, the maternal-fetal interactions of parturition are discussed with the aim of examining the normal stress reactions of parturition. Dystocia is discussed from the standpoint of additional distress of the newborn, with an aim toward the development of rational therapeutic support.